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Findlay Galleries is pleased to present a comprehensive exhibition of Robert Natkin 
paintings featuring important paintings from the artist’s most desirable periods.

Natkin created some of the most innovative color abstractions of the late 20th century. 
Populated by various formal elements including stripes, dots, grids, and free-floating 
forms, his light-filled canvases are sensuous, playful, and visually complex. Natkin was 
the subject of a major monograph written by British art critic Peter Fuller, who aptly 
described his paintings as a “veil on the infinite.”

Born in 1930, Natkin studied at the Art Institute of Chicago, where he found inspiration 
in the color and patterns of Pierre Bonnard and Henri Matisse and drew a lifelong 
interest in emotional content from Paul Klee’s oeuvre. Natkin moved to New York where 
his reputation was enhanced with his inclusion in Americans Under 35 at the Whitney 
Museum in 1960, the first of several museum exhibitions during his career. He enjoyed 
critical and commercial success for several decades and lived in Redding, Connecticut, 
with his wife and fellow artist, Judith Dolnick, until his death in 2010.

Over the course of his long career, Natkin was widely recognized for successfully 
achieving his stated goal of “making paintings that are more interesting tomorrow than 
they are today.” His paintings are in the collections of several prominent museums, 
including the Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York), the Museum of Modern Art (New 
York), the Guggenheim Museum (New York), and the Centre Pompidou (Paris).

Robert Natkin (1930-2010)

Duke Ellington  |  acrylic on paper laid down on canvas
28 1/4 x 21 1/8 in.  |  FG© 140516
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Bern Series, 1980
acrylic on canvas
40 x 60 in.
FG© 141154
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(cover image) Evening Tryst, 1970  |  acrylic on canvas
88 x 78 in.  |  FG© 140938

Untitled  |  acrylic on canvas
42 x 60 in.  |  FG© 140900
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Apollo Series, 1967  |  acrylic on canvas
36 x 40 in.  |  FG© 140231

Apollo Series, 1970  |  acrylic on canvas  |  47 3/4 x 96 in.  |  FG© 141036
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Apollo Series, 1975  |  acrylic on paper
36 1/4 x 42 3/4 in.  |  FG© 140790

“Robert Natkin has spent a considerable portion of his creative life bringing beauty into 
sharp focus through paintings that are subtle evocations of the gentler, more ineffable 
levels and dimensions of our physical and spiritual universe.

He has done so at considerable risk, for there is nothing so difficult and dangerous as 
the pursuit of beauty in art. It is as elusive as the proverbial bluebird of happiness, and 
just as hard to pin down.

Natkin has succeeded where so many have failed because he has had the innate good 
sense to approach beauty as though it were a lovely butterfly awaiting transportation 
to a special and mysterious garden rather than as that same butterfly destined to be 
mounted on a board. By that I mean that he coaxes and cajoles his colors, shapes, 
textures, and lines toward their final destinations on his canvas, and doesn’t push and 
pull them about as though they are puppets on his string. He evokes the qualities and 
dimensions of feelings he wants to communicate and share, and thus he is as much 
magician as artist, as much planter as harvester.

His art is the result of a loving and shrewd reading not only of life and of Old Masters but 
of modernism as well, and it lies in direct linear descent from the art of Monet, Bonnard, 
Klee, and Rothko.

Natkin, in other words, is not a formal purist, a designer and architect of abstract 
compositions intended to stand strictly on their own without reference to other things, 
places, or events. He is a visual poet whose apparently abstract images actually exist to 
enchant us with intimations and evocations of things we can sense but never quite see.”

– Theodore F. Wolff, 
The Many Masks of Modern Art
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Bath, Apollo Series, 1979
acrylic on canvas
48 x 60 in.
FG© 141035

“Klee is my mother,  
Matisse is my father,  
Cezanne is my grandfather.”  

- Robert Natkin
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(right) Ascent, 1962
acrylic on canvas

17 1/2 x 14 in.
FG© 141054

(left) Apollo, 1979
acrylic on canvas

21 5/8 x 46 in.
FG© 141055

“There is a hum of light in these works, the 
pulse of a breathing fabric beneath the 
tough surface made up of dense incident. 
Natkin leads the viewer’s eye through two-
dimensional strolls on the painting’s surface, 
as well as three-dimensional space-walks 
into limitless color fields.”

– Gerald Nordland
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 Bath-Apollo Series, #764, 1979  |  acrylic on canvas
32 1/2 x 47 1/4 in.  |  FG© 140129

Intimate Lighting Series, 1978  |  acrylic on canvas
34 1/2 x 27 1/4 in.  |  FG© 141152
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Intimate Lighting Series, 1979  |  acrylic on paper
30 1/4 x 23 in.  |  FG© 140482

“Even when I was five years old, I was aware 
of space, of things going on forever. I felt 
things didn’t stop, that there wasn’t an end to 
the universe. I was aware of infinity, that you 
could just keep going on endlessly, and out 
endlessly. Our sense of where boundaries 
are just has to do with that point in the 
inner and the outer where our experience 
is rooted from, where our own personal ego 
begins and dies.”

– Robert Natkin
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Field Mouse Series  |  acrylic on Rives paper
29 x 25 in.  |  FG© 140640

Intimate Lighting Series, c. 1970  |  acrylic on canvas
28 x 54 in.  |  FG© 141022
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Hitchcock Series  |  acrylic on paper
22 3/4 x 29 3/8 in.  |  FG© 140234

Talking & Fuc**** at Night, 2000  |  acrylic on paper
19 3/4 x 38 in.  |  FG© 140911

“You need to look at a painting with 
the tongue of your eye.”

– Robert Natkin
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Iago March #1, 1971  |  acrylic on canvas  |  35 1/8 x 68 in.  |  FG© 140625
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Red Bern Series, 1983
acrylic on canvas
60 x 40 in.
FG© 140075

“Natkin’s paintings are undeniably decorative: when I 
look at them I derive immediate pleasure from them 
of a kind which does not seem to be necessarily 
dependent upon meaning. I find the delicate nuances 
of color, the shimmering illusions, and the subtly 
sensuous handling of paint consistently pleasurable 
and visually entertaining. Whatever else I might get from 
a good Natkin, I experience enjoyment comparable 
to that which I can derive from gazing at a beautiful 
rug, a herbaceous border, an impressive display of 
pyrotechnics, or a fine kimono.”

– Peter Fuller
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